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Overview

● What is CALPADS?
● What is CALPADS used for?
● What am I responsible for?
● How do I do this? 
● What should I do next?
● What should I look for in reviewing the 

data?
● Where can I get assistance?



What is CALPADS?

● A longitudinal data system used to maintain individual-level data including 
student demographics, course data, discipline, assessments, staff 
assignments, and other data for state and federal reporting.

● In 2019, special education data was migrated from CASEMIS reporting system 
to CALPADS

● It does not include DRDP data (www.draccessdata.org) 
● More information can be found here

http://www.draccessdata.org
https://documentation.calpads.org/Overview/Overview/


What is CALPADS?

● Special Ed is involved in 3 of the 6 CALPADS submissions annually
○ Fall 1, Fall 2, EOY 1, EOY 2, EOY 3 and EOY 4

● Fall 1
○ Data is used for most reporting purposes as it is an unduplicated count
○ Always 1st Wednesday of October

● End of Year (EOY) 3
○ Submission includes discipline data (also restraints and seclusions)

● End of Year (EOY) 4
○ Only special ed data, and includes Post Secondary (Indicator 14) data. 
○ Shows students pending, assessed or receiving services for at least 1 day 

from July 1 through June 30



When is CALPADS?

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/rptcalendar.asp 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/rptcalendar.asp


When is CALPADS?

● Certification Deadline is the data that LEA Approval is required, 
SELPA approval is not required
○ For Fall, this certification deadline is used for P1 Apportionment 

for LEAs it is VERY important 
● LEA plus SELPA Approvals (=Certification) is due by last date of 

Amendment Window



What is CALPADS used for?

● There are many uses for CALPADS Special Ed Data
○ Special Education Monitoring
○ Special Education Accountability
○ California School Dashboard
○ Data Quest
○ Released to Public
○ Funding Purposes



What am I responsible for?

The Special Education Data Coordinator is responsible for:

● Receiving the appropriate CALPADS roles to do required tasks.
● Populating SWD data into SEDS and transferring that data to CALPADS via the API.
● Resolving validation errors within the SEDS.
● Communicating with the CALPADS Administrator when a student does not have an enrollment in CALPADS.
● Reviewing special education certification reports within CALPADS and communicating to the CALPADS Administrator 

when reports are ready for approval.
● Reviewing discrepancy reports with CALPADS staff to determine whether student demographic data need to be 

updated in the SEDS or SIS. See the “Addressing Data Discrepancies in Local SIS and SEDS” section in this 
FLASH.

● Working with the SEDS vendor.
● Working as an intermediary with the CALPADS Administrator and SELPA Director.

See Flash 161 at: https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/calpadsupdflash161.asp 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/calpadsupdflash161.asp


How do I this?

● Working collaboratively with the Special Education Data Coordinator 
and the CALPADS Administrators to create a review timeline to help 
ensure the Fall 1 and EOY submissions are approved by the 
certification deadline
○ Look at each submission cycle due date (see here)
○ Work with your staff to have them submit to you ahead of time so 

that you have time to do reviews and approve by the deadline

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/rptcalendar.ASP


How do I this?

● It is likely that someone in your LEA on the general education side 
is responsible for approving CALPADS data, which includes 
special ed data.  Meet regularly with them, and develop a process 
where general and special education data techs connect regularly 
during and at approval 

● Reviewing special education certification reports in CALPADS



What should I do now?

● Determine how you will review your LEA’s data
● Calendar time for these reviews
● Consider carving out time for your special education data coordinator 

to meet the demands of CALPADS reporting
● Determine how your data is used within your own LEA and SELPA

○ Funding?
○ Allocation of resources?
○ Other?



What should I do now?

● Communicate importance of accurate data
● Audit data through IEP system (prior to CALPADS software being available)
● Make sure your LEA is uploading transactions on a regular basis

○ More frequent uploads are better!
○ The larger the LEA, likely the more frequent the uploads
○ Note: Continue to upload transaction for meetings that occur even after Census 

Day especially this year as CDE is pulling data in November on overdues
● More information available here on Preparing for Census Day
● Start monitoring reports in CALPADS 
● Monitor CALPADS Fatal Errors and Warnings

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z4ybdBbQFzbhLla8aCR7UdoHLNa3f2UO/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tAoHbykBHelQLNYDC-rXHDQo_p4D5YCAKv87jOsWggc/edit?usp=sharing
https://documentation.calpads.org/Reports/SELPA/SELPAReports/


Preparing for CALPADS Reports Reviews (Sample 
Checklist)



Where are the CERT Errors/Warnings?
From the Home Page, Click on Certification Status in the Menu, Click on Fall 1 on the 
Certification Status Page



Fall 1 Certification Details Page
Scroll down until you see the Red Bar of Fatal Errors, open up that bar with the arrow



CERT Fatal Errors Example



Highlighted CERT Error - 132

Link to All Errors Documentation: https://documentation.calpads.org/Support/docs/CALPADSErrorList.xlsx

https://documentation.calpads.org/Support/docs/CALPADSErrorList.xlsx


Highlighted CERT Error - 167



Highlighted CERT Error - 167



Highlighted CERT Error - 167



Highlighted CERT Error - 167



CERT Fatal Errors

CERT132
Missing SPED Record for Enrolled Student at Reporting LEA
CERT133
Invalid Student Special Education Exit Reason and Student Enrollment Exit Reason combination
CERT138
Missing Student Enrollment Exit Reason for Student With Disabilities Dropping from Program
CERT140
Missing SPED record for a student with a SSRV record.
CERT142
Missing Special Education Service for Education Plan Type Code 100, 150, or 200
CERT144
SPED Record Missing for student Enrolled at NPS school
CERT145
SPED record missing for student enrolled in Private School
CERT167
General Education Participation Percentage Range Code must be Populated
CERT168
Special Education Program Setting Code is invalid



Where are the Reports?
From the Home Page, Click on Certification Status in the Menu, Click on Fall 1 on the 
Certification Status Page



Fall 1 Certification Details Page

Scroll down past the error and warnings bars to see the reports, scroll down to the bottom of 
each list - The 16.# are the special ed reports.



A word about CALPADS Reports

Fall 1 and EOY 4

16.1 Aggregate Education Plan by Primary 
Disability

16.3 Student Level Detail with all fields 
reported in the SPED file

16.2 Aggregate Federal Program Setting

16.5 Aggregate Special Ed Services 16.6 Student Level Detail with all fields 
reported in SERVICES file



A word about CALPADS Reports

EOY 3

7.16 Aggregate 
SWD Removals, Restraints and Seclusions

7.18 SWD Removals, Restraints and 
Seclusions-Student List

7.17 Aggregate SWD Unilateral Removals

EOY 4 (Additional)

16.9 Program Exit County by Primary Disability 16.10 Program Exit-Student List

17.3 Postsecondary Survey Outcome for 
SWD-Count

17.4 Postsecondary Survey Outcomes for 
SWD-Student List



A word about CALPADS Reports

Accountability and Monitoring
*Need LEA Level Access and Under that LEA’s Organizational Indicator

16.7 SWD Monitoring Counts 16.8 SWD Monitoring-Student List



What should I look for in reviewing the data?

● For 16.1, 16.2 and 16.5 here is information on what you are looking for and 
how these relate to the IEPs

● You should also review the student level reports 16.3 and 16.6 to look for 
accuracy and compliance

● Review Accountability/Monitoring Reports 16.7 and 16.8
● Auditing CALPADS Data

○ Using CALPADS Extracts to Review DSEA & SSID Extract

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17ePQV-cfBbeTO6sWqMdYVWo2XPdBzgv4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AFQs5J5JStulbiQ0HcpdYYIFrxI41i9h/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ugqfUgVCUhvTV1aZS2vl3ojfIKF4skP2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zOzDweNOVjcd8p07mLhUrsxS5APp901I/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dmXG3DEuGjD9Q91O8d1d00twAnpGKuts/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ugqfUgVCUhvTV1aZS2vl3ojfIKF4skP2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z03iR7Gxpp5UrqdwhnngIPzMQ36-lXKQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TjoYtP0xRsh5gI_5tQ9SWpBIYfZelUc5/view?usp=sharing


What do I do after I’ve reviewed the data?

● If you don’t feel data is accurate:
○ Communicate with your data technicians & SELPA, if needed
○ Work to correct the data
○ Seek assistance if needed



What do I do after I’ve reviewed the data?

● If you believe data is all set:
○ Approve the data

■ LEA Approval + SELPA Approval= CERTIFIED
○ What if I approve and realize I shouldn’t have?

■ Communicate to your SELPA
■ Click “unapprove”
■ Communicate with your SELPA and LEA CALPADS staff on next steps

● At end of Amendment Window download and save your data!
● Share with stakeholders as appropriate within your LEA

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xlu9qEVY5AR3iC2JXXyYlY99rGnZws0i/view?usp=sharing


Reviewing 
16.1



















Reviewing 
16.2











































Reviewing 
16.5















Reviewing 
16.8



























Reviewing 
16.11



16.11

● This report compares counts of students with disabilities of selected year to prior year. It 
notes percentage of change between years.

In reviewing 
current year to 
prior year, evaluate 
if the changes are 
what you 
anticipated.  
Perhaps the LEA 
has gained/lost a 
charter school?   



Extract 
Reports

DSEA - District of Special Education Accountability

SPED Discrepancy Report



DSEA Extract (Two versions)

● Accountability: Includes Students who are being sent to other LEAs and who are being 
received by the user’s LEA for accountability purposes. 

● Informational: Provides the list of students who are not enrolled in the user’s LEA but have 
their LEA populated as the DSEA.

Link to documentation for determining correct DSEA:

•https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/swdreporting.asp

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/swdreporting.asp


To Run the DSEA:



The DSEA file CALPADS creates is a txt file. To use in excel:

Template link:
https://documentation.calpads.org/Support/docs/DSEAAccountabilityExtractTemplate.xlsm



District of Special Ed Accountability



More information on DSEA Extracts can be found at:  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TjoYtP0xRsh5gI_5tQ9SWpBIYfZelUc5/view?usp=sharing 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TjoYtP0xRsh5gI_5tQ9SWpBIYfZelUc5/view?usp=sharing


SPED Discrepancy Extract

Any discrepancies 
between what is in 
the student’s 
enrollment record 
and what is in the 
SPED record will 
show side by side 
in this report.

Template link:
https://documentation.calpads.org/Support/docs/SPEDDiscrepancyExtract.xlsm



Final Review Check List Excerpt 



Final Review Check List Excerpt 

SIL Data Drill Down Center: https://systemimprovement.org/data-improvement 

https://systemimprovement.org/data-improvement


Where can I get assistance?

● CALPADS SELPA Documentation
● CSIS YouTube Channel

○ SWD Playlist
● CALPADS Flashes
● CALPADS List Serves

○ CASEMIS to CALPADS
○ CALPADS LEA

● Weekly CALPADS Calls (Wednesdays @ 3)
● C3 Resources
● A SELPA’s local resource page

Video Reviewing 16.1    (Transcript)

Video Reviewing 16.2   (Transcript)

Video Reviewing 16.3-Part 1   (Transcript)

Video Reviewing 16.5

Accountability Reports 16.7 & 16.8 (handout)
Using 16.8 to prepare for CDE Overdue Notice  (handout)

Video Reviewing 16.7  (Transcript)

Video Reviewing 16.8 

https://documentation.calpads.org/SPEDTransition/WelcomeSELPA/
https://www.youtube.com/c/CSISCALPADSTrainingChannel
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/communications.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/listservs.asp
https://fcmat.zoom.us/j/828773192?pwd=aHJsRHk0QnlpRlBnVFVkMmZlTXQyZz09
https://docs.google.com/document/d/147mCUxfWD_dq5jy5ObIbqOBznCaeU6H_qxFwsEjBYek/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17ePQV-cfBbeTO6sWqMdYVWo2XPdBzgv4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iYKciUd2OXgI00yk-9odr0cSBrFGjqzM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AFQs5J5JStulbiQ0HcpdYYIFrxI41i9h/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dhylDMsKejRtaZK4ddSHNwUqDD-Spn_R/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dmXG3DEuGjD9Q91O8d1d00twAnpGKuts/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TBH-tNjEbNNrqkInRE6wtd1zO6SdbHXz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ugqfUgVCUhvTV1aZS2vl3ojfIKF4skP2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M1TGJTXSzBdMjByYiNTsCDSPT9eWuMmS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z03iR7Gxpp5UrqdwhnngIPzMQ36-lXKQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_FwMlG8BEBemTUOdFUOv3_-aTOg_uMD_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10DdYPx6NlZGddoUoGarz9BoubV_huR_d/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DDyztW4ev1ffgeE4Ht327zb2_KNglPNr/view?usp=sharing

